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CHAPTER 1
The emperor of China lived in a very beautiful palace. The 

palace was white, yellow and silver, and it was the best palace 

in the world. The emperor’s garden was better than the palace. 

The garden had little white and silver flowers, and bigger 

yellow, red and blue flowers. It had small green and blue trees, 

and bigger red and orange trees. There was water in the garden, 

and a river, and it was the biggest garden in the world. Many 

people worked in the garden. 

‘I love working in our beautiful garden,’ said one girl.

‘Yes,’ said her friend, the little kitchen maid. ‘But how big 

is the garden?’

‘I don’t know. But I think it’s the biggest garden in the 

world.’

The little kitchen maid lived in the palace. Every week, she 

visited her mother. She walked there quickly. But one week, 

the kitchen maid thought, ‘How big is the emperor’s garden?  

I want to know.’ 

And she didn’t walk quickly to her mother’s house. 

She walked into the garden to see how big it was. 

 
palace (noun) the home of a king or queen 
maid (noun) a female servant 
quickly (adverb) fast
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She walked into the garden to see how big it was.



8

She walked and walked in the flower garden with the little 

white and silver flowers. Then she came to the bigger yellow, 

red and blue flowers.

 ‘It’s so beautiful,’ she thought.

 Then she saw the small green and blue trees, and she 

walked and walked some more. Then she came to the bigger 

red and orange trees.

 ‘It’s so big!’ she thought.

 The little kitchen maid walked all day and she came to the 

water. There were fishes in the river, and at the very end of the 

garden, she came to the sea. The sea was blue, and the sky was 

dark. 

 ‘I think this is the biggest garden in the world,’ thought the 

little kitchen maid.

 She looked at the sea, the sky and the trees. And then, in the 

night, the little girl heard a bird. The bird was a nightingale and 

it sang a beautiful song. The little kitchen maid stopped. She sat 

down under a tree and she listened.

nightingale (noun) a small bird that sings very beautifully



9

The bird was a nightingale and it sang a beautiful song.



10

 ‘That is the best singing in the world,’ she thought. 

 The little kitchen maid didn’t want to go to her mother’s 

house. She wanted to listen to the nightingale’s song all night, 

but she couldn’t. She got up and walked to her mother’s house 

and told her about the nightingale.

 The emperor of China didn’t know about the nightingale 

in his garden. His palace and garden were famous, and people 

travelled there from every country in the world. He listened to 

these people.

 ‘What a beautiful palace!’ they said.

 ‘I think this is the best garden in the world!’ they said.

 The emperor was very happy. ‘And listen to the 

nightingale!’ the people said. ‘What beautiful singing! This 

nightingale is better than anything!’

 But the emperor didnʼt hear them. He was asleep.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
famous (adjective) very well-known
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 The people went back to their countries and told their 

friends about the emperor of China’s palace and his garden. 

Some of the people heard the nightingale sing and they told 

their friends about the little grey bird in the garden.

 A man in Japan wrote a book about the emperor of China’s 

palace, his garden and the nightingale’s song. One day, the 

emperor of Japan sent this book to the emperor of China. 

The emperor of China read the book and learned about the 

nightingale.

 ‘I know my palace is beautiful,’ he thought. ‘And I know 

my garden is the biggest and best in the world, but I didn’t know 

about the nightingale. Where is it? I want to hear this little bird 

sing.’
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 The emperor of China called his servant and said, ‘I read 

about the nightingale in this book. It’s a little grey bird and it 

sings very beautifully. It lives in my garden. Find it for me.’

 The emperor’s servant didn’t know about the nightingale. 

 ‘I never heard this bird sing in your garden,’ he said. ‘I 

don’t think there is a nightingale in your garden.’

 ‘There is a nightingale!’ said the emperor. ‘I read about it in 

this book from the emperor of Japan. You must find it for me!’

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

servant (noun) someone who is paid to do household or personal duties
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The emperor of China called his servant 
and said, ‘I read about the nightingale in this book.’
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 GRAMMAR QUIZZES Quiz 2
Complete the sentences with before, after or when. 

1. Sabina went to bed ............... she finished all of her  
 homework. Her mother helped her with it.

2. He takes the bus ............... he goes to work every morning.

3. She read the whole book ............... she lent it to her friend.

4. She will go swimming ............... she has put on her  
 costume.

5. ............... he gives in his report, he will check the 
 information.

6. Doug trains every evening ............... he eats his dinner. 

7. The boy called for his dad ............... he was stuck in  
 the tree.

8. I need to have a haircut ............... I go to the wedding.

9. ............... her friends arrived last night, she prepared all  
 her ingredients.

10. The tiger roared loudly ............... the zoo visitors 
 approached the glass.

11. We will go to the restaurant ............... we arrive at the  
 hotel.

12. ............... I answer his question, I want him to try to  
 answer it himself.

13. Sally uses a dictionary ............... she reads a book in  
 German.

14. ............... his operation, he began to feel much better.

   




