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 CHAPTER 1
Jess is at home. She is relaxing. She works in the big office 

in town. She works hard all week long. She is sitting back in her 

chair. She has an open book in her hand.

“I did so much work today,” Jess says. Jess always works 

very hard.

Jim looks up from his phone. Jim is relaxing. He works 

hard all day too.

“You always work really hard,” he says.

“You work very hard too,” Jess says. She closes her book 

and puts it down. “We both did a lot of work this week.”

Jim put his phone away and looked at Jess.

“We should do something for fun. We deserve a break after 

working hard all week,” said Jim.

break (noun) a short period of rest; pause; stop
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Jess has an open book in her hand. Jim is looking at his phone.
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	 Jess looks at her phone and checks the time.

	 “It is getting very late,” she says. “We canʼt do anything for 

fun at this time. The cinema is closed, so we can’t see a film. 

The coffee shop is closed, so we can’t get anything to eat or 

drink. It is too late. Everywhere will be closed for the night.”  

	 “Maybe there is something on television,” Jim says. “Or 

maybe we can watch a movie on Netflix.”

	 Jess shakes her head. “I don’t want to watch the television. 

Maybe we can play a game together.”

	 Jim shakes his head. He does not want to play a game. 

“You win all the time. You always win. I never win when I play 

against you.”

	 “It is fun to play,” Jess says. 

	 Jim shakes his head. “It is fun for you because you always 

win.”

	 Jim stands up from his chair and walks around the room.

	 “Let’s think of something that is fun for the both of us.”

shake (verb) to move someone/something from side to side or up and 
down 
win (verb) to be the best in a game, competition, fight, etc.
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	 “Yes,” Jess says. She jumps up out of her chair with a big 

smile on her face. “I have an idea.”

	 Jim looks at Jess. He has a puzzled look on his face. 

“What can we do?”

	 “We can go and visit Sam,” Jess says.

	 “Yes,” Jim says with a big smile on his face. “It will 

be good to see her again after such a long time. She will be 

pleased to see us. I will text her now.”

	 Jim sends a text to Sam.

	 Hi there, Sam. Are you busy? Jess and I would like to 

come and visit you.

	 A moment later, Jim receives a reply from Sam.

	 Hi there, Jim. No, I am not busy. I will be happy to see you 

and Jess. You must come for a visit. It is not too late for me. I 

like staying up late. See you soon.

 
puzzled (adjective) confused because you donʼt understand something 
pleased (adjective) happy and satisfied, glad 
text (verb) to send someone a written message on a mobile phone 
receive (verb) to get something 
reply (noun) answer or response
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	 “Good news,” Jim says. “We can visit Sam.”

	 “That is good news,” Jess says. “We can take the bus or the 

train. I will check the bus and train timetables,” Jess says. She 

checks the timetables on her phone.  

	 “It is too late for the bus. It is too late for the train. How can 

we get to Sam’s house?” she asks Jim.

	 Jim smiles. “Don’t worry. We can take my car. It is a bit 

old, but it is working very well. We can drive to see Sam. We 

need to hurry up and go before it gets too late.”

	 “OK,” Jess says. “I need to pack a bag first.”

	 Jess packs a bag with some snacks and drinks for the trip. 

Jim picks up his car keys.

 

 

 

 

 
timetable (noun) a list of the times at which buses, trains or planes leave 
and arrive 
snack (noun) a small amount of food
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Jim picks up his car keys.
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	 “I am ready to go,” Jess says excitedly.

	 “Good,” Jim says, “so am I.”

	 The friends leave their house and walk outside. The moon 
is shining in the dark night sky.

	 Jim opens the car door for Jess to get in and then he climbs 
into the driving seat.

	 “I always enjoy driving at night,” Jim says. “It always 
feels like a big adventure.”

	 “Yes,” Jess says. “A night drive is a big adventure.”

	 The rain is starting to fall.

	 Jim starts the car’s engine. The headlights light up the 
street and then Jim drives off.

excitedly (adverb) in a happy way 
shine (verb) to be bright; to produce bright light 
adventure (noun) an exciting or dangerous experience 
headlights (noun) the large lights on the front of a vehicle
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Driving in the night always feels like a big adventure.  
The rain is starting to fall.



46

Write these present simple tense sentences in the present 
continuous tense.

Quiz 1

1.	 I work hard in the garden to dig a pond.
	 _____________________________________________
2. 	 She rides her bike with her friends.
	 _____________________________________________
3. 	 It goes faster when you push the back of the swing. 
	 _____________________________________________
4. 	 They drink the lemonade, and the sun shines.
	 _____________________________________________
5. 	 They cut the trees in the garden. 
	 _____________________________________________
6.	 My dad paints the fence, and my mum hangs out  
	 the washing.
	 _____________________________________________
7. 	 He opens the box, and Jamie watches. 
	 _____________________________________________
8. 	 I read my book as I listen to music. 
	 _____________________________________________
9. 	 She runs to the station, but the train leaves. 
	 _____________________________________________
10. 	I stick a stamp on this envelope.
	 _____________________________________________
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 GRAMMAR QUIZZES
Quiz 2
Complete the sentences with because or so.

1.	 Sam didn’t ride his bike ............... he was too tired. 

2.	 Ruby didn’t come to band practice, ............... I sat on  
	 my own.

3.	 She was crying already, ............... I didn’t tell her any 
	 more news.

4.	 They gave me the job ............... I speak Spanish fluently.

5.	 I have read all of her books, ............... I want to buy her 
	 next one too. 

6.	 My mum did not complain to the waiter ............... she  
	 knew he was busy. 

7.	 She thought her driving was bad, ............... she was 
	 surprised when she passed her test. 

8.	 Lucy loved the smell of flowers, ............... she bought a  
	 bunch every week.

9.	 Keira liked roses ............... they reminded her of her mum.

10.	They never ate any meat ............... they were vegetarians.




