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 CHAPTER 1
Ali Baba and his brother, Kasim lived in a big town 

near a forest in Persia. Ali Baba was a poor man. He worked 
hard as a woodcutter because he needed money for his wife 
and children. Kasim married a rich woman, and he was a 
businessman, so he was rich. He had no children, but there 
were some slaves in his house. They cleaned the house, 
cooked the food and worked in the garden.

One day, Ali Baba went to the forest to cut down trees. It 
was a hot day, and it was hard work, but Ali Baba enjoyed his 
work. Then he heard a noise. It wasn’t an animal. He stopped 
and listened.

‘Where’s the rock?’

There was a man in the forest. Who was it? Ali Baba 
listened again.

‘Here it is!’

‘Put it here!’

More than one man.

‘Where?’

‘Here.’

Ali Baba slowly went nearer and looked, but he stayed 
behind a tree. He saw lots of men in front of a big rock.
slave (noun) someone who is owned by another person and is forced to 
work for free
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Ali Baba slowly went nearer and looked, but he stayed behind a tree. 
He saw lots of men in front of a big rock.
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 ‘How many men are there?’ thought Ali Baba. ‘One, two 

three, four, five, six...’ Forty. There were forty men. And each 

man had a horse, and on each horse, there were bags. One man 

was bigger and older than the others. 

 ‘I think he’s the boss,’ thought Ali Baba. 

 The boss went to the rock and he spoke.

 ‘Open sesame!’ said the boss.

 ‘What?’ thought Ali Baba.

 Then he looked again, and he saw a door open in the rock. 

The men all went into the cave, and the door shut behind them. 

 Ali Baba waited behind the tree because he didn’t want 

the men to find him. After some time, the door opened, and all 

of the men came out.

 ‘Close sesame!’ said the boss, and the door closed again. 

 ‘Come on, men,’ said the boss.

 ‘Yes, boss!’

 The thieves got on their horses and they rode out of the 

forest.

boss (noun) the head of a group 
thief (noun) a person who steals something
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Then he looked again, and he saw a door open in the rock.
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 Ali Baba waited behind the tree until all the thieves 

left. Then he came down to the rock. He looked at it and he 

remembered the words.

 ‘Open sesame!’ he said.

 The door in the rock opened, and Ali Baba went inside. 

 ‘Close sesame!’ he said, and the door closed behind him. 

 It wasn’t dark inside the toom, and Ali Baba could see 

easily. He couldn’t see the floor because there were so many 

bags on it. Ali Baba looked in one of the bags, and what did he 

see? Money. Gold coins. ‘Those men are thieves,’ thought Ali 

Baba. ‘They took the gold from other people and they put it 

here.’

 He didn’t know how much money there was, but there was 

a lot. He looked, and he thought about it. Ali Baba was a good 

man, and the money was not his. But he was also poor. And 

there was a lot of gold.

 He took one bag and went back to the door.

 ‘Open sesame!’ he said. The door opened again.

 Ali Baba came out with his bag of gold coins and said the 

words one more time.

 ‘Close sesame!’ 

 coin (noun) metal money
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He took one bag and went back to the door.
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Complete the sentences with the present simple form of the 
verbs in brackets.

Quiz 1

1.  He ............. up and down all day on the trampoline. (jump)

2.  They ............. flowers in grandma’s garden in spring. (plant)

3.  She ............. breakfast every day before she goes to work. (have)

4.  We ............. on the ice on the frosty pavement. (slide) 

5.  The bride ............. her pretty bouquet into the wedding hall.  
 (carry)

6.  I .............. not old enough to see the film on my own. (be) 

7.  She ............. to her evening class every Tuesday. (go) 

8.  They .............. they will meet me outside the theatre door. (say)

9.  She ............. the soup with bread and butter. (like)

10. The thief ............. the ring from the jeweller’s shop. (steal)

11. He ............. to play football with me on Sundays. (come)

12. She ............. excellent pictures of animals and plants. (draw)
   

 GRAMMAR QUIZZES
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 VOCABULARY QUIZZES Quiz 2
Choose the correct answer.

1. Ali Baba worked hard because he ............. money for his  
 wife and children.
 a) needed  b) collected   c) stole
2. He heard a noise. Was it an animal? He stopped and ............ .
 a) heard   b) listened   c) ran
3. He didn’t know how ............. money there was in the cave.
 a) many   b) much   c) more
4. ‘There’s lots of gold. I only ............. one bag,’ said Ali Baba.
 a) left   b) hid    c) took
5. Kasim’s wife put a ............. of honey on the scales. 
 a) bit   b) some  c) piece
6. Kasim couldn’t ............. the gold on two horses.
 a) carry   b) hold   c) add
7. Morgiana ............. Baba Mustapha’s eyes and took his hand.
 a) held   b) covered   c) hid
8. Morgiana ............. him the road to Kasim’s house.
 a) learned   b) shouted  c) showed
9. Andy needs to eat less sugar to lose ............. .
 a) weight   b) answer   c) coin
10. ‘There won’t be ............. oil in the jars,’ said the boss.
 a) some   b) any    c) no
11. She got no ............. about her job application last week.
 a) scales   b) reply   c) oil




